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THE CENTURY 
OF TRANSITION 
By J. W. Poynter 


_ THE TREMENDOUS world events following 1914 have 
made it all too clear that the last period of the nineteenth and 
the first of the present centuries was emphatically one of 
fundamental change from a relatively tranquil human outlook 
to one of violent upheaval. Not as to the two wars alone, 
but also in sociology, philosophy, science and religion. It has 
been, in short, a period of sudden and far-reaching revolution. 
Indeed, it is perhaps a mistake to date the change from 1914. 
Probably a more accurate year to select would be 1899, that 
of the outbreak of the Boer War. 

The foregoing remarks may seem obvious and even to 
some extent platitudinous. Taken alone they may be so, but 
they seem worth making for the sake of other thoughts to 
which they lead. It is useful, then, to dwell on the dramatic 
and fateful contrast between the last years of Queen Victoria’s 
reign and the first few of our century, and the period from 


political revolutionary agitation here and in other countries; 
the Italian upheavals, fall of the Papal “temporal power”, 
and unification of an Italian kingdom (destined, as its 
apostles would have refused to believe, to so relatively short 
a life: little more than seventy years—but one human life- 
time!), the Irish-English tragedies, economic distress and 
unrest in almost every country—and so on. Allowing for 
all this, it remains nevertheless true that, compared with our 


1 


strong, and there were great energy and devotion in 


the less, 


to make people “believe through not believing”. In a subse- 
quent and less technical (yet still abstruse enough!) book, The 
Foundations of Belief, he rebutted that critic'sm and said that 
his aim was definitely positive: to induce genuine reasonable 
belief. His casting doubt on prevalent scientific conceptions 
had been intended not to foster general scepticism, but merely 
to make folk realise that such conceptions were as open to 
doubt as apparently were those of theology, and that therefore 
we should be cautious of too rapidly rejecting the latter. In 
this later book he dwelt more definitely on some tangible 
arguments for belief. It still remained true, however, that 
on the minds of most of his readers the effect of Balfour was 
(while fostering a desire to continue to believe) to make them 


_ think the old arguments for faith were exploded. 


William H. Mallock’s literary appeal was to a more 
“popular” audience than Balfour’s, but his general argument 


was to a great extent similar. Mallock, also, was a socio- 


logical and political as well as a theological writer. He was a 
keen opponent of Radicalism and Socialism, and represented 
“die-hard” Toryism. He advocated Roman Catholicism but 
never joined it. This article is concerned solely with his 
theories of a “new basis” for defending religion in general. 
His special contribution (not novel, but novel in his 


as he was eager to explain, out not to oppose but to defend 
faith—to make it anew “worthy of a reasonable man’s belief”. 
His efforts were set out in a number of works; but especially 
in Religion as a Credible Doctrine (published in 1903). After 
ists”, he set forth 
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now. course, t ictorian epoc its grave one 
and perilous episodes—some very terrible. The Crimean, Life 
| Austro-Prussian, and Franco-German wars; the waves of in de 
| vigorous advocacy) was, to put it briefly, that we can believe the C 
apparently contradictory statements. Not that they are really he kr 
so in themselves; but that they are so in reiation to our powers 
of comprehension. He attacked with great scorn the common habit 
arguments of theologians on the existence of a personal Deity, plane 
on free will, and on belief in an immortality after earthly shade 
death. Mallock obviously had been impressed by Professor nearn 
Ernst Haeckel’s Die Delt Rathsee (translated into English, and years 
own times, those of our fathers and grandsires were tranquil. § widely read as The Riddle of the Universe), for he quoted of set 
that writer as typical of the trend of modern science. That 
trend was to disprove old religious evidences. Mallock went 
so far as to say that so great was their discredit that they 
deserved no longer anything but contempt. He contended 
also that, besides being positively disproved, those evidences 
involved many self-contradictory ideas. He was nevertheless, 
especially as illustrated from the writings of two theological 
defenders. 
The second half of the last age was, it is supererogatory to 
mention, one of deep unrest in theology. The discoveries of 
science, the theories of Darwin, Huxley and Haeckel, the 
general atmosphere of real or apparent progress, the investi- 
gations of Biblical criticisms (dramatically popularised in a “accepting at once statements which so far as our minds can 
strongly negative form in England by Walter R. Cassel’s work, perceive are contradictory”. 
Supernatural Religion)}—these and other factors led to an He had endeavoured to prove that, so far as science went, 
imevitable consequence. In a multitude of minds the religious arguments, hitherto used, were exploded. He now 
impression was made that Christianity—indeed, even religion _turned to “ultimate scientific ideas”, and essayed to show thai, 
as a whole—was disproved and obsolescent. In higher when fully analysed, they contained apparently insoluble sclf- 
intellectual circles this belicf was propagated by Huxley, contradictions. He dwelt on this in relation to space, time, 
Tyndall, Gregg, and others: in “popular” circles by Bradlaugh, cther, and other data of philosophy and physical science. 
Foote and the Secularisits. To many it scemed clear that at | Having done this, he asked—if, then, we are compelied, both 
any rate the old, familiar arguments of “Christian evidence” _ in theology and in science, to believe contradictories, why can 
widespread, was yet that of a mmority. The religious tradition hopelessly opposed? By so doing we merely acknowledge the 
was sill limits of our own intellects: “that to our minds the ultimatc 
religious circles. The iconoclastic contention, none nature of things is inscrutable”. It will be scen that Balfour's 
had made a deep impression on the public mind. and Mallock’s attitudes were basically oe See 
In these conditions, the thoughts of many camest laticr was more decided im scepticism of i 
believers were tured to finding a ncw method of rendering cvidences” than was the former. 
old beliefs credible to progressive people. Of those who What was and is the imferest and significance of such 
made such alicmpts mention may be made of two: Arthur _theorics? 
James Balfour and Wilkam Hurrell Mallock. transition. 
Balfour—philosopher, statcsman, social celebrity and People to a extent had ceased to but desired to 
theological amateur m a brilliant sease—made a sensation 
with ius work, A Defence of Philosophic Doubt. In it be doimg the latter while not admitting that anti-rcligious 
tyA ments are mistaken. They wanted to “ride two horses in 180 
sciemce have this m common with ead m directions at once”; to enjoy both the traditions of the past and 
mystery and even to all sccming im contradictions. Im other the progress and scepticism of their own period. 
words, our minds camnot grasp ultumatc means of This was a characteristic of that strange time, and i 25 
thes contention be tried to by alicgimg a. symptom of decay. 
that ms puzzies ase mo greater than those of if a ts to be belicved, # must have a basis in normal, sound 
and scicace. Critics af once declared that he was aliempting logic and evidence. One cannot have one’s cake and cat 
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THE PILGRIMAGE—I 
By Robert Mitchell 


(This is the first of a series of articles in which ministers and 
laymen will describe their pilgrimage from an orthodox 
religion to that of a “Free Religious Faith”. The Rev. 
Robert Mitchell is the minister of the Unitarian Church, 
Dromore, N. Ireland.} 


THOSE WHO remember their adolescence will appreciate 
how much a youth can hunger and ache for significance. 
Not all seek satisfaction in the same way. Following his 
own particular instinct the writer sought it not by doing 
things, but by endeavouring to unite himself with the Source 
and Life of all things. To this end the sun, the moon and the 
sky, and all natural things, drew his imagination to comprehend 
the significance of the universe. The glad burst of song from 
nesting birds of spring, the deep murmur of a fast moving 


spiritual awareness, 
the One, the Whole, the Presence, the “God”, then would 


The eternal mystery of being fascinated him and towards 
that he bent himself. 

Of orthodox Christian doctrines and claims he knew 
little. No one was more i therefore, than himself 
which challenged him to give himself to God. That he should 
walk down from the gallery of a big church to the communion 
by so 
that 


8 


be 


his life. He hopes humility 
of the Edisor he would not 
of his story, 
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places that he might have been the only person alive on the 

planet. Once again aloofness and detachment came to him. 
Yonder was the illimitable sea, and beneath his feet 

some of the oldest rock in the world. He could read of the 


eternal processes of Divine Being. And for his artistic 


sensibilities there was the June radiance of midnight when 
the dip of the sun seemed to coincide with its rise, and in 
the magic moments of the hour an uncanny light suffused 
both sea and land. Beauty stepped forth from her shi i 


garden 
in the cool of the even. Here he met the real God; the only 


e 


zons of time; but here his imagination was kindled into i i 
awareness of their reality. Without and beyond him was the i 
vast universe of space, pulsating with the rhythm and power ie 
of its Creator. The evolutionary vistas of life on this planet a: 
opened up before him, only to become like short avenues } : 
through which one could pass back or forward into the wider of 
veils aKed, giowing, pure, anc ence placed a hushing 
finger on the lips of every speaking thing. Then was he i 
the sll breathing ieace of «summer afternoon 
dreaming over the countryside, put him into a trance of "a 
ecstasy in which he stretched his listening spirit for the The experience is here inadequately expressed, but it | > 
one Voice and Presence from which he was sure all Sound, was so profound that when he returned to his books the i 
Life and Beauty issued. If only he could apprehend, if not God he now knew was not in them. From a Student Library f 
: — : of hard and thrilling reading. The telescope of orthodox x 
he know his own place, significance and destiny. _ viewing was removed from his eye, and instead his vision ie 
Years of hospital life when a boy had given him a mental ranged over the encompassing view of man in a realistic and : 
habit of aloofness, as if he were an observer from another = yniversal setting. Scientific principles of research liberated . 
planet. The ghostly mystery of life that crept into the long _ him from a priori prejudices. The New Testament literature ie 
shadows of a ward at midnight, when weakness and the was seen in its human aspects; the mental climate in which 
nearness of death intensified thought, left him in healthier the “Gospel” developed freshly understood; the inevitability : 
years with an awe at what might be known on the other side — of the deification of Jesus and salvationist theories in that ‘ 
of seeing. Perhaps his solemnizing experiences stirred in world of yesterday appreciated—true within the limited be 
him an abnormal desire for meanings and significance, and context of past knowledge, obsolete within the modern. It is ~ 
walked abroad again in hilly ways and mentally in a new and a 
larger universe. With his face to the sky a voice within him "a 
cried: “The God I know could never have been contained ee 
in totality within a Jew, however great the Jew. Never could 
He have been tortured on a cross, never explicably or - 
inexplicably died to deal with His creatures’ ‘sin’, never the . 
God of the Church’s theology.” it 
The orientation of mind and spirit which he then experi- bi 
enced was later to imspire in him richer ideals and a fresh a 
evaluation of Jesus; but for the moment one clear conviction te 
. - emerged—he could no longer continue im the orthodox 
This public avowal startled him by its results. First, it ministry. For two terrible years he tested the clarity and “E 
released powerful emotions in him and thrilled him with certainty of that conviction in a city church, and almost | 
unexpected accessions of spiritual power. Secondly, it tested himself beyond endurance. At last he resigned. From ba 
introduced him into a company of people to whom God was that day he was reborn. ts 
vividly real. Emotionally released and now significant Sheer spiritual loneliness frequently compelled him to ‘hs 
through “conversion”, he accepted all the evangelical concepts = gp to church, but always he came out lonelier than ever.  - 
of the group. The authoritative and total revelation of the Then one day, more than a year later, he slipped into a church 4 
Bible, the Incarnation, the Sinless Life of Christ, the Fall where to his amazement he found men and women free and y 
and its reversal in the Crucified through faith, the Atoning joyous in open minded certainty. He had stumbled into a th 
Blood, and kindred doctrines were offered as divinely Unitarian Church. Of course he had heard the name before, e 
appointed moulds into which his molten spirit was to run. even read a scrappy reference to the heretical body, but _ 
But there were times when his hand strayed to a book of never had he guessed it was the home waiting for his questing _ 
poems, or when he sat in a dusky room and played Becthoven spirit. ‘fs 
or Chopin, and then he felt himself moving out to a world of And so it came about that once again he became a a. 
world. This disturbed him. Here were two worlds in expanded. Richer purposes and appreciations have motivated i 
ist had died for him. Sufficient occupation have ventured to tell something = 
the lost. Yes, cvangelicalism won. But it without ‘. 
he testified; he preached im church and suffice for another following him. He has riches = 
RR TO to desire quarrel about coppers or shillings. A ae 
) orthodox minister of the - But there is upon his soul, and he is on his knees before ¥ 
came a time when his mind began to grow beyond the limits has not truly worshipped who would disturb him. : 
shell. His carer mysticism was gripping 
cine be the chance to go to a Christian Women 
morthern outpost island. There, im 2 natural an 
aty had time to feel and think and study. Which § Owing to the difficulty of scouring accommodation m Oxford, = 
@unted most—his environment or his books? It would be 
fe “Shcuk tw judge. A ten mile walk in the course of his duties ons for attendance at the Conference can be 
became commonplace, At times he was so alome im bly 
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3. THE SHORTAGE OF MINISTERS 
By John Kielty 


THE COMMISSION on the Work of the Churches urged 
that each district association should accept in principle that 
there must be a readiness to share the ministerial resources 
available in such a manner as to prevent any area being 
deprived of full-time personnel. It recognized that this 
was asking a lot of the independent churches but believed 
that they would co-operate in the necessary sharing of 
ministerial services. Is all this a pious hope or is it a lead ? 

It is a lead which must be followed if the Unitarian 
churches are to survive as an effective religious force in the 
country. Let that fact be recognized at once. In 1939 they 


had 305 ministers and 10 lay pastors; in 1943, 286 ministers 


and 15 lay pastors; in 1945, 274 ministers and 15 lay pastors; 
today they have 256 ministers and 18 lay pastors. Of these 
256 ministers 49 are either retired or not desirous of taking 
up a charge. In Great Britain and Northern Ireland the 
denomination has 336 churches, though a small number of 


. these are at present closed. There are about 12 students at 


present training for the ministry. Now as the Commission 
pointed out, the Unitarian ministry is an ageing ministry, 
and the present rate of entry is not even sufficient to make 
good the losses. Thus the position is likely to worsen during 
the next few years rather than improve. Serious, somewhat 
saddening facts which must be faced by every single con- 
gregation, independent as well as grant-aided. 

What are the remedies? In the first place the rate of 
recruitment to the colleges must be increased. That is a 
long-term solution, but it is also one which must begin 


congregations 
and expect to have one found for them. They may not like 
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rest. At present there is too much isolationism. The plain 
fact is that all too many members of congregations have 
no real sense of their responsibilities at all, and far too many 
have never been taught to give either money or service to 
the cause. In spite of the great response to the appeal more 
than two-thirds of congregational members have not responded 
yet. 

Visits to various parts of the country have made me feel 
that there is an awakening to the present state, but only a 
hazy sort of recognition of what needs to be done. The 
hearts of Unitarians are in the right places; given courageous 
leadership, frank statements of facts and a challenging call | 
believe the response will astonish most. Let everyone ask 
what he is doing about the Forward Movement, the appeal 
and the shortage of ministers; then let more be done about 
them and the future will be assured. In the end it all depends 
on individual men and women and not on committees or 
commissions, important though they are. So let each and all 
go to it; it is a great task—it is Our Father’s business. 


THE SPIRIT OF THE RIVER> 
By Charles M. Kelly 


welling up of the water from under the grey, granite rocks. 
It is the sound the spirit of the water makes in whispering 
its thanks to the sun for light and heat which gives it sparkle 
where it glides cut between tufts of bracken and mounds of 


. . . a8 if reluctant to stray far from 
. It lies almost still in a pool, no more 
peaty brown and strewn with rust-dead 
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A ow HIGH uP on the side of the mountain, bleak and bare, - 
i | standing perfectly still on a calm, windless day one can just 
i | hear the gentle murmuring, soft and joyful, made by the 
| | moss. In a few yards of bubbling eddies the lustre is gone 
. : and the spirit seems to wane and lose its anxiety to hurry 
now. Large numbers of congregations have not sent a single _into the world of li 
| than a pace wide, 
6 ee fronds. ‘Thus it tarries for the length of a deer’s leap. A 
| i . — louder rippling, musical and merry, marks its resolve to 
ie well-placed financially, but seemingly have no objection to _ venture forth on its headlong rush, foaming white, over 
| taking a man whom another congregation has provided for pebbles and moss-grown boulders, around roots which it 
fH 4 the ministry! Paying the piper is not the whole of the has bared in its icy coldness. Cascading its sparkle of silver 
i responsibility in this matter. There must be a drive by the _ it falls over ledges, rounded and polished, leaping in ecstasy, 
churches to persuade the best type of young men to become _ until, exhausted, it lies half asleep in a deep basin, walled 
students for the ministry. But at a modest estimate and jin by green-faced rocks. Its youthful energy is spent, it 
with the most astounding success, this solution will take turns about on itself and hesitates before it goes forth into 
twenty years to meet the problem. the more staid world. In wisdom, gained by experience, 
The churches can’t wait twenty years! They must jt flows steadily now, a silver ribbon, between turf banks 
therefore indulge in that characteristic British custom of where bog cotton waves fairy snowballs, caressing stones 
improvising. ‘The best must be made of present resources, _ that are too big for it to carry with it. Too late for it to return 
and far more use must be made of the laity. Some method to its dark home it twists and turns without that dashing 
also might have to be devised of sharing ministerial services. _relish with which it sprang forth in its beginning. 
The Commission has suggested the method of Mother and For miles it sweeps along, welcoming the companionship 
Daughter Churches (Para. 104). If there is to be any real _ of other streams and quictens what eager youthfulness they 
advance perhaps the suggestion made regarding house still retain with its calm dignity, leading them under the 
congregations will have to be adopted. In certain “metro- shadows of thick leafy oaks and beeches. It separates green 
politan” areas, it may well be advisable to adopt a “team and golden meadows of fresh richness, its wide breast scarcely 
system to give effective coverage. There is nothing new in _ruffied as it gathers little valley waters into its deep fullness. 
this, the Methodists have done it for years with their circuit Pressing the shores of small sand-filled bays, patting the 
system. The writer knows of a Methodist church with blue clay banks of fields, where contented cattle graze. 
collections of over £450 per annum which has only second _japping the nostrils of drinking horses at fords, it goes its 
call upon the services of a minister. Yet it flourishes and it way, until it meets the waves of the Great Moon Spirit. Its 
produces excellent lay preachers. Surely Unitarians are not _|ast song is heard as it leaps and dances in eagerness to become 
less loyal to their faith. one with the Great. Its song fades away as it rolls in the 
The Commission has made a plea for the greater use embrace of the All-Welcoming, carefree in its safety. 
of lay preachers, and has set forth schemes for their training 
A response must be made in a generous 
manner. The freedom of which Unitarians PARTING 
not enhanced by bad organization; a refusal EEE no end to what has been! 
to equip themselves for the service of the EE faces vanish from the sight 
begs o 
: lovely things once shared 
about ministers’ stipends; there is no of their own 
that ground again. The fact is plain, the the solitude 
of stipends must considerably rise during the 
of imterdependence. Without surrendering what is in ms securely stayed : 
independency a denomination must be formed in which every vain omnipotence. . 
member fully recognizes responsibility for the welfare of the Murzer Hirton. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


THE FASCIST REGIME 

S1r,—I was living in Italy at the time of the Fascist Revolution 
and continued to live there until the middle of 1938. I can truthfully 
say that I was anti-Fascist from the inning, but very few of the 
o British residents were. They were impressed by the order which. 
was introduced where there had previously been chaos and by the many 
improvements which were undoubtedly made. They failed to see the 
ive deterioration of the Italian character under the Régime. 


weigh but lightly in comparison with “the 


had done a little temporary good and infinite permanent harm.—Yours, 
Oxford. J. K. Montgomery. 
A NEW INTERPRETATION? 


545 


Officers and Committee, and this was seconded by the Rev. J. W. Lee. 
Commending the work, she stressed the need for incorporating tem- 
perance teaching in young people’s organisations as so many Bands 
of Hope had dropped out of existence. The need for temperance 
work was still apparent, and the association provided a focal point 
in our churches for this service. ‘ 
The Committee’s report expressed appreciation of the enthusiasm 
with which the President had taken up the leadership of the associa- 
tion. It also recorded more temperance addresses given by our 
ministers, greater sympathy throughout our churches, and a greater 
willingness to co-operate in the observance of Temperance Sunday. 
It also expressed regret that ‘he Government have supported legisla- 
tion giving power to Civic Restaurants to obtain licences for the sale 
of intoxicating drinks. 

In closing the meeting the President referred to the deaths of 
Miss E. J. Hall and Mrs. Shaen Solly, both of whom 
untiring service in the temperance cause. 


NEWS FROM THE WEST 
From Our Western Correspondent 


AT THE Annual Meeting of the Bridgwater congregation, oe was 
made of a year of strenuous labour, crowned with a fair measure of success. 


All the institutions were in a or condition, both numerically and 
financially. The same may be said of Trowbridge, except that there the 
Social Union (which during the war was attended by numbers of 
H.M. Forces stationed in the town) is passing through a di time, and 
may have to close down. 

Gift Day collections at Lewin’s Mead, Bristol, on the occasion of 
the Minister’s second anniversary, amounted to over £50. The Women’s 
League at Lewin’s Mead now has a membership of forty-one. A new 
branch of the League has been inaugurated at Gloucester. Members from 
George’s Chapel, Fxeter, paid their usual visit to Crediton for the Good 
Friday Tea and Meeting, when the address = by the Rev. D. B. 
Fraser. At Cullompton, the healthy state of the pel financial position 
is due in no small measure to the work put into the Chapel ; last 
year, the sale of produce raised in the garden brought in over £100. 

In Ilminster, all the Nonconformist Sunday Schools (including the 
Unitarian) run a “United Sunday School Excursion”. In Bridport they 


the day following the Assembly, there was a Communion Service, and 
a Ministers’ Meeting, when the discussion was opened by a paper by 
the Rev. Lawrence ern. The Western ministers are also holding a 
four-day conference at ““Penscot”, in the Mendip Hills, early in June, 
when the general theme of the conference will be: “The Divine Spirit in 
Human Life.” 


Road Church, Birmi in 

District will be held at Banbury, on Junc 28 

attended the mecting, representing sixtecn 
Manchester 


Rees ~ 
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Mussolini’s expansionist ambitions were not immediately apparent, 
but, even when they became clear, many failed to foresee the inevitable 
catastrophe to which they were leading. 
I could add many others to the list given by Mr. D. E. Mullins of 
I agree with you that they 
degradation of the human 
spirit” whi e Régime icted on the Italian people. It was a : 
favourite saying of mine, when it was safe to utter it, that Mussolini i 
Sir,—I am sorry I have roused Dr. Rowe’s anger. “Deliberately pe (i 
evaded” is a harsh charge: “not replied to my challenge” would have _ 
been adequate and kinder. rn I merited his castigation ee 
because I see on re-reading my original letter I have unwittingly misled i 
him through an ambiguous sentence, due to urge to be brief. I refer | i 
Graves.” This I see bears the implication that the manipulation was jarge numbers joining the excursion, and with plenty of helpers to see to ih 
done by the author of the Forrth Gospel. Nothing was farther from _— the organization of it, transport difficulties and catering difficulties are ie 
my is foolish with such a sincere and more easily overcome. 
Comses work as the Fourth Gospel. , Recently, at the Old Meeting, Sidmouth, there was a most successful a 
_ 1 do not question the consistent teaching of the Fourth Gospel. —_,erformance of the cantata, “Olivet to\Calvary”. At Taunton, there was oe 
wh with Jesus, what have said jively discussion one Sunday ev on the set topic: “How can 
poem of sayings being altered in course of transmission. = Religion be Revitalized?” The-siéwly formed Women’s League at | ae 
That the Logos-Christ of the Fourth Gospel could assert that he was Gre the 
the Resurrection and the Life is quite natural and consistent. But could 1 OF 
; : . , of the delegates to the Western Assembly at Cheltenham on May 15. On +e 
Jesus of Nazareth without an inescapable suggestion of egotism ? Such a 
a question goes behind the Gospels to the real Jesus they record and ¢ 
offer their interpretations. For me it is a spiritual difficulty and Mr. i 
Graves’ suggestion brought me a sense of relief. I put then this simple : tif 
consistent spirit man of Nazareth—“I am the Resurrec- a 
tion” or “Thus saith the Lord, I am the Resurrection”? I have no The Western Area, having passed its original target of £3,000 for the Cae 
Appeal Fund, is now aiming at (5,750. With nearly eight months to go, 
ormer what Christian community came to believe. a the should prove withi bounds of practical politics, ; 
As to Dr. Rowe's caveat about my assertion that the editorial the Gar 
portions of the Golden Treasury of the Bible are outmoded I leave its North-West Y.P.L.—A successful Rally took at > 
We have some Wilto May 3. — 
have dealt with his main contentions in to Dr. Rowe. His discussion over the newly formed Committee, and the Youth 5 ph 
tp af he Organizer question. The meeting telegraphed its greetings to the 
Gy 1s, if may say so, slightly nultancous South-East Y.P.L. Rally at Newington Green. The 
Denton Branch provided an excellent tea and then presented Ch. VI of 
Shakespeare. I was not thinking of individual = —_+4,- “Manual of Church Membership”—on church and denominational a 
management—by staging a Church Committee meeting. After the dis- 
Ruthin cussion, the evening concluded with a social. ee 
. Birmingham District Women’s League.—The Spring Meeting ae. 
| NEWS REVIEW was held at idge on Saturday, April 12. The service was conducted £ 
by Mrs.Whitaker (Ki i ), whose eloquent address, on “The ite 
PEACE FELLOWSHIP Care of Homeless ", based on the Curtis Report, gave members is 
Tue 32nd Annual Meeting of the Fellowship was held at Conway ™UCh to think about. 
Hall, London the business mecting. interesting report Ee 
the on April 16, with the President, the Rev. S. Mossop, —_Mceting was given by Miss Gray (Stourbridge). 
After brisk business was done at the Bring 
In the report submitted by the Hon. Secretary, the Rev. W. M. te © & 
refi 
ong, Conn Hostel. It is to hold the Autumn Rally at Waveriey 
of the Christian Churches in the autumn of last year, owing to the Summer Meeting of the 3 
decision of the. Council to merge its activities with those of the onen Gain temenaenines it 
After accounts was held at Oldham on Wednesday, April 23. Although the weather was its 
cold, wet and stormy there was a representative gathering pocecet. 
lo review the F forward in the of the : Mrs. Sherratt conducted the afternoon service and Miss Audrey  3e 
and t ene yg — a most thoughtful address on “Woman, her place in the world”. ae 
Eater a mecting was held when the President, Miss Storrs, occupied the 
\wstralia to their fellow-workers im this land. tn of kar Soom. 
lime Was the continuation of conscription in peace of enthusiasm, gave on behalf of the Oldham branch a very hearty 
Minister asentmously » welcome to all the visiting branches. Mrs. Jackson, secretary of the re 
Oldham Committee for the Welfare of Old 
TEMPERANCE ASSOCIATION is being carried out by this committee. Mrs. T. J. Jones moved an ae 
Te S4th Annual Mecting of the Association was held on omnibus vote of thanks to all who had taken part in the proceedings and i 
April 17, at University Hall, London, with the President, the Rev. the meeting closed with Benediction. Tie 
r. Hankinson, im the chair. After the adoption of the report and [EE = 
“atement of accounts, Dr. Dorothy Tarrant moved the clection of at on Wi » Jume 25.  * 


re. 


j 


| 
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London District Women’s League.—The Spring Quarterly 
Meeting at Hampstead on Saturday, May 3, was a particularly happy 
occasion. Beautiful weather after a cold wet week brought a large number 
of members and friends together in the service, which was conducted by 
Mrs. Connie Williams in Rosslyn Hill Chapel. It is not often that the 
Women’s League is led by a member of the Y.P.L., and this service, and 
the address based upon the words “beginning at Jerusalem”, will long be 
remembered by all present. After a brief business meeting in the hall, 
Miss D. Owen, Matron of the Finchley Memorial Hospital, gave a most 
comprehensive survey of the history of nursing, tracing it from its 
inception in the early Christian Church as a direct result of the healing 
work of Jesus himself, right down to the National Health Insurance 
schemes of the present day. A Pool Tea brought a really memorable 
occasion to an end. 


Ashton-u-Lyne.—Members and friends of Richmond Hill 
Church celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the opening of the Uni- 
tarian cause in Ashton. It was in March, 1897, that the first services 
were held. On Wednesday, March 26, 1947, the Women’s League 
held a Jubilee Meeting in conjunction with the Dukinfield League: 
about 80 ladies attended. The speaker was Mrs. E. E. Wrigley, of 
Dean Row and Styal. 

At 7.30 a very impressive service of Re-dedication was held in 
the Church. There was a large congregation. The preacher was the 
Rev. J. P. Rosling, of Stalybridge, Secretary of the East Cheshire 
Christian Union. Following the service a “Brains Trust” was held 
_ when some very interesting questions were sent in and Satis- 
factorily answered. Alderman F. Denby Ashton, of Duki was a 
very capable “Question Master”. 


London: Hampstead.—On Wednesday afternoon, April 2, a 
meeting was held, arranged by the Women’s League, to welcome 
Miss Ruth Cusack (an old member of the congregation), who was 
on a short holiday from the Czech War Orphans’ Home near Prague. 
A large number of friends from various parts of London listened 
with keen interest to a delightful account Miss Cusack of the 
Home and of the children with whom she is working. They are 
installed in a fine country house about 15 miles from Prague, admir- 
ably equipped by the Unitarian Service Committee. The children. 
who have lost home and family in the war, are here taught 
cared for, and brought back to a normal, happy outl 
again, with a view to their ultimate adoption into Czech families. 

On Good Friday a unique service was held at Rosslyn Hill. 
Rev. G. E. Hale had secured the co-operation of six neighbouring 
ministers—the Reverends Beverley, Cordell, Fox, Grieve, Ratter and 
Spinks. Each of these took some part in the service, while Mr. Hale 
gave the address. The whole service was a most moving and 


Mrs. Hopkin, then Annie Matthews, joined the congregation at 


THE NATIONAL UNION OF 
UNITARIAN LAY PREACHERS 


President: Clifford V. Walton, Leicester 
(Contributed) 
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4H) 4 It is of interest to know that the new president of the 
| National Union of Unitarian Lay Preachers, as a youth, 
it attended King’s Road Free Christian church, Newark-on- 
. he was greatly influenced by the ministry of the 
Cock (1915-1928). He says, “I always looked 
my father in God”. Later the Walton family 
} in Loughborough and our friend entered with 
t Pa of the Victoria Street Free Christian church. 
practical turn which found expression in 
— — preachers in the North Midlands. In 1937 
; ottage in 1896. retained interest in cause even i -charge arborough Road 
long illness. “She leaves behind her memory of rich sympathy and 
‘ ; work became restricted and the young people were called up 
gregation was held on March 24, under the chairmanship of Mr. CH. fF National Service and the fine schoolroom was converted 
Dolphin. There was an excellent attendance. Good reports were into a British Restaurant. As a lay preacher he felt in honour 
| received from the officers of the Church. The vigorous institutional bound “to hold the fort”, although fully occupied during 
life of the Church was obvious in the report of these activities pre- the week as Senior Welfare Officer to the City of Leicester 
sented by Mr. J. Fairhurst. New members added to the roll numbered - - he ns? 
14. A Men's Fellowship and a literary and Social Guild had been Education Committee, where he became “guide, philosopher 
started during the year. and friend to thousands of young lads. He is a much sought 
Tenterden.—On Easter Sunday the evening service was a part after speaker by the local Association of Social Workers and 
musical service with artists from the P.O.W. camp, under the leader- | the Adult School Movement. He has now resigned as lay- 
ship of Karl Lutzenberger. There were piano, first and second violins charge of the Narborough Road church to make way for the 
Rev. E. G. Green, who has accepted the call to the joint- 
between the hymn singing and the sermon and isted of works =: of the Road and the 
by Bach, Schubert, Beethoven, Gouard, Brahms, Schumann and Franz = ™MNSUTy Narborough I Loughborough 
Gruber. The Easter Hymn singing was excellent with Mrs. Hermitage | Churches. Mr. Green was president of the National Union m 
at the organ. In spite of very wretched weather over 150 attended the § 1945 and raised to the regular ministry in 1946. Mr. Walton 
service and the preacher was the minister (Rev. Walter Walsh). _ is staying on at Narborough Road church as honorary secretary. 
This was his first service from the pulpit since his serious illness. Once again the sreacher has served well the Unitarian 
Warrington. On Palm Sunday, March 30, a large congregation of a new minister. We shall watch with great interest the 
shared in an inspiring and moving dramatic service of worship, when goings on” in this corner of the vincyard. 
Helens Unitarian Free Church. 
The play, Jew and Roman, to gi ! ion of - 
as a common traitor, but as one who honestly believed he had been 4 — 
serving a false leader. The poignancy of his situation was that Judas ‘wo present and Dr. Lillie Johnson presided. Mr- 
Priests, could escape munutes annual meeting were read, confirmed 
wy hy wg et, and signed. There were a few changes in the personnel. 
play was Graccus, a Roman Lesi Mr. J. Reece Walker of the London Union becomes the 
tome on Ge president-designate; the Rev. C. A. Piper was clected 
ast > the secretary of the correspondence classes in place of the 
the Christians who are condemned to go imto the arena has mo longer the time to spare. Mr. Frederick 
torial contest. They repeat the Lord's Prayer, watched consented to be the auditor in place of Miss Griffiths, who now 
oun, Raving Go cays represents London on the Council A very satisfactory 
Sight the Christians of his father. To Jew and financial statement and {50 of the balance was 
spiritual influence which cannot be shaken off. pay £50 
The service was conducted by the Rev. Ada Torkin, and Mr.wW.  “oted towards the expenses of a Lay Preacher's 
Pacey presided at the organ. Handbook. 1t is hoped to issuc soon a detailed report of all 
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the personnel of the local unions, the subscribers and the 
various activities of the National Union. At the Annual Meeting 
it was suggested that there may be many who are interested in 
the work of the National Union and would like to become 
subscribers; also the individual members of the local unions 
are invited to become direct subscribers. Our treasurer, 
Mr. Thomas Gregory, 14 Henley Crescent, Braunstone, 
Leicester, will be happy to enrol any such, even though they 
are not lay preachers. 


Mrs. FRANK H. PALMER 


THE PARK STREET CHURCH, Hull. is much the poorer for the death 
of Mrs. Palmer, who had spent all her life in the service of our churches, 
and many years as an active worker at Park Street, especially in the 
Sewing Society and on the Church Committee. She was always a constant 
and attentive worshipper, and a personal influence which enriched the 
fellowship. To have done ordinary things extraordinarily well, and to 


have rendered service for eighty-five untiring years, 
the thankful praise of those who knew her. 
CHRISTENING 


W —On Ma at Kilb Unitarian Church, David 
son I, of Marjorie and John Wileon, of 
43 St., London, N.W.9. 


ADVERTISEMENT RATES 
Births, Marriages and Deaths: Two lines 3/6; 1/6 per line extra. 

PREPAID RATES 
Situations and Miscellaneous, etc.: 20 words 4/-. 1/9 per line extra 
Discount for series of 6 insertions, 5%; 12 insertions, 10%. 

Display on Application 


. Mr 
11.15, Rev. J. Martin HALL. 
of II and 6.30, Mr. D. J. 


Cazparr, The West Grove Un. Ch., 11 and Rev. E. T. Porne. 

Um Ch, Lome St. 2:90, Jamies Chumchs 6.50, Rev. W. 

CuaTHam, Unitari Hamond Hall, Mr. C. H. 
Service, 6.30, Mr. R. D. 


GLossop, Fitzalan St., 10.45 and 6. 
| Barton 
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Croypon, Free Christian Ch., Wellesley Rd., 11, Rev. ARTHUR LONG, 

DEAN Row, 10.45, STYAL, 6, Rev. E. E. WRIGLEY. 

DENTON, Wilton St, Chapel, 11, Rev. JoHN CROFT, 6.30, ——. 

Dersy, Friar Gate Unitarian Chapel, 6.30, Supply. 

DITCHLING, Old Meeting House, 10.45, Mr. W. T. WILKINS. 

——— Free Chris. Ch., Hall Gate, 11 and 6.30, Rev. G. W. 
ARKINSON. | 


DUBLIN, Stephen’s Green, West, 11.30 and 7.30, Rev. E. SAVELL HIcKs. 


Dubey, Old Meeting House, Wolverhampton St., 11 and 6.30, S ‘ 
, Old Chapel, Chapel Hill, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. & 4 


WHITEHOUSE. 
DuNpDEE Un. Ch., Constitution Rd., 11 and 6.30, Rev. ALBERT WHITFORD. 
EDINBURGH, St. Mark’s Ch., Castle Terrace, 11 & 6.30, Rev. W. TAVENER. 
EvESsHAM, Oat St. Chapel, 11 and 6.30, Rev. Y PHILLIPS. 
Exeter, George’s Chapel, South St., 11 and 6.30, Rev. D. B. FRASER. 


-» I1, Rev. ALEXANDER REID. 
Rev. H. G. Wooprorp. 
St. Ch., 6.30, . B. L. GOLLAND. 
GODALMING, Meadrow 1, 6.30, Rev. G. M. BEAMES. | 
GuILpFoRD, Ward Street Church, 11.15, Supply. 
HALE Hale Barns, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. E. A. Lzar. 
A. ELLIotT PEASTON. 
Terrace, 11 and 6.30, Rev. DENBIGH 


HALIFAX, End, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. 
HASTINGS, Free Ch., South 

HILTON. 
HINKLEY, Great Mt., Baines Lane, 11 and 6, ——. 
HINDLEY i off Market St., 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. T. J. 
HOLLywoop, Kingswood, 11 and 6.30, Rev. T. A. Gorton. 
HorsHaM, Worthing Rd., 6.30, Rev. J. MarTIN HALL. 
Horwicn, Unitarian Free Church, 6.30, Supply. 
HUDDERSFIELD, Fitzwilliam Street, 11, . J. J. Porrer. 
HUuLL, Park St. Church (Unitarian), 6.30, Rev. R. PHILIPSON. 
ILminster, Old Meeting, East St., 11 and 6.30, Rev. W. Brzr. 
IpswicH, Unitarian Ch., Friars St., 11 and 6.30, Supply. 
KENDAL, Market Place Chapel, 11 and 6.30, Rev. E. W. DEAKIN. 


> 


JONES. 


Lonpon, Hampstead, Rosslyn Hill, and 6.30, Rev. G. E. Hare. 

Lonpon,, Highgate Hill, Unitarian Church, 11, Rev. G. J. G. 

Joun Hinxps. 
Lonpon, Ilford, Rd., 6.30, Rev. G. J. G. Grieve. 

i Chr. > Mr. Victor Fox. 

Lonpon, Kilburn, ian Ch., Quex Rd., 11 


Lonpon, Leytonstone, Lea Bridge Knous Green, 6.30, Rev. F. 
Lonpon, Newington Green, Unitarian 6.30, Mr. J. ALKER. 


Service. 
Lonpox, Kentish T: 6.30, Rev. Gompon 
Children’s Church, 6.30, Rev. 


Loswont, Woolwich, Service 


Sr. Rd, 11 and 6.30, 
Rev. Craprece. 
Edward St., 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. H. Lime 


Maske: Buildines. 6. Suppis 
Ch. Chapel Lane, and 630, Rev. 


Cross Street Chapel, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. F. H. A. 


+ 


7 
GAINSBOROUGH, Unitarian Ch., Trinity St., 6, Rev. W. R. CLARK-LEwIs. 4: 
Gee Cross, Hyde Chapel, 11 and 6.30, Rev. P. CHALK. ot 
Giascow, Ross St., Unitarian Ch., 6.30, Rev. ALEXANDER REID. + 
CALENDAR | 
SUNDAY, MAY 18th 
ABERDARE, Highland Place, 11 and 6, Rev. D. Jacos Daviss. 
Aperpeen, Un. Ch., Skene St., 11 and 6, Rev. L. Baker 
ACCRINGTON, Unitarian Free Ch., Oxford St, 10.45 6, Mal Mii Hill, toe and 6.30, Rev. HALL. 
ArmnswortH, Unitarian Chapel, Knowsley Rd., 11 and 3, Rev. BENJAMIN ‘The tin and 6.30, Dr Hur. 
ALTRINCHAM, Dunham Rd. Ch., 11 and 6.30, Rev. A. W. Vattance. = LeicH, Unitarian Church, Twist Lane, 11 30, Rev. J. Pipkin. .. 
ANSDELL. LETCHWORTH, Vasanta Hall, Gernon Walk, 11, Rev. MaGNus C. RATTER. 
ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE, Richmond St., 6.30, Rev. C. P. Soorr. Lewes, Westgate Chapel, 11, Rev. H. W. STEPHENSON. ia 
BaTH, Trim St. Chapel, Unitarian, 6.30, Mr. JAMES. LincoLn, High St., Unitarian Ch., 6.30, Dr. ALFrepD HALL. / a 
Liverroot, Domestic Mission, Mill St., 6.30, Rev. J. Kem MUuRREN. 
Liverpoow, Gateacre Chapel, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. Duncan STEWART. 7. 
LiverPoot, Hamilton Rd., Everton, 6.30, Rev. L. ToseELanp. 
BIRMINGHAM, Moseicy Unitarian Church, Yardicy Road LONDON, . WaLTer M. Lona. 
Mr. A. CLARKE. om Lonbon, Blackitiars Mission and Stamford A. 
BimmincHaM, Wavericy Rd. Church and Hurst St. Mission, Small Lonpon, Brixton, Services at 5 Killieser Av., S.W.2, 11, Rev. . : 
Heath, 6.30, Mr. E. T. Pearce. Lonpon, Essex Ch., Notting Hill Gate, 11 and 3.30, Rev. J. BALLANTYNE, P 
COLEMAN. — Lonpon, Golders Green, Hoop Lane, 11 and 6.30, Dr. STEPHENS 
BLACKPOOL, South Shore, Lytham Rd_, 11 and 6. . SPINKS.  - 
Lonpon, Hackney, New Gravel Pit Ch., Chatham Place, 6.30, Rev. W. 
Bouton, Halliwell Rd_, Free Ch., 10.45 and 6, Mr. Inwmx Hopcson. H. Compe. | 
Bouton, Unity Ch., Deane 10.30 and 6.30, Rev. I. L. Tose_anp. 
Boston (Lincs.), Spain Lane Unitarian Ch., 6.30, Rev. Suapson. 
BOURNEMOUTH, Unitarian Ch., West Hill Rd, 11, Rev. Dr. G. K. Brown. a 
Braprorgp, Broadway Av., 3.15, RIcHARDS. 
Bamcwater, Christ Ch. Dampict St, 11 and 6.30, Rev. W. G. <% 
Bamrort, Unitarian Church, 11 and 6.30, Rev. G. RanpaLt Jones. SORENSEN. 4 
BaicuTon, Christ Ch., Un., New Rd, 11 and 6.30, Rev. F. M. Ryve. = 
Barstow, Oakfield Rd_, Clifton, 11 and 6.30, Rev. C. H. Easton. 
Burniey, Unitarian Ch., Trafalgar St., 6, Rev. J. Horace 
ONDON, Richmond Free Ch., Ormond Rd, 11, Kev. Kay, 
Bury St. Churchgate Gonz. 
Buxton, Hartington Rd_, 11 and 6.30, Rev. W. Dre. 
Camenmpce, Memorial Ch., Emmanuel Rd., 11 and 6, Rev. H. Stewart 
Theistic Ch., 1 Grosvenor PL, 11, Mr. A. STeruex 
Lospon, Wandsworth, Un. Ch.. East Hill, u1, Rev. Watters M. Lowe. 
Ist - &. Jongs. =. 
Caster, Matthew Henry's Ch., 11 and Rev. R. H. 
Eider aod Chapel seas Rev. D. W. Romsox. ; 
Rev. E. W. Hux. Mamsroxe, 
Curwe, Free Beech St, 6. Rev. Mewnont. 
Un. Ch, Hermiter St, 11 and 630, MUICKLEWRIGHT. 
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The following books are now available, after being out of stock 
for some time:— 


A Golden Treasury of the Bible 
Edited by MorTIMER Rowe, B.A., D.D. 
Cloth edition 9/6 Leather, with gilt edges 18/- 
Postage on each edition 8d. 


Judaism in the New Testament Period 


by R. Travers Herrorp, B.A., D.D. 
3/6, by post 3/10 


The Apocrypha—its story and messages 
by S. H. MELLong, M.A., D.Sc. | 
With an introduction by A. S. Peake, M.A., D.D. 


2/-, by post 2/4 


Miracles and Modern Knowledge 
by S. H. MELLong, M.A., D.Sc. 
| 1/-, by post 1/1 


~ 


The Lindsey Press, 14 Gordon Square, London, W.C.1 


MANCHESTER, Failsworth, Dob Lane 10.45 and 6. ‘ 


Mancumsten, Longsight Free Chr. Ch., Birch Lane, 10.45, Rev. Granam 


MansFie_p, Old Mecting House, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. Kennetn Two. 
Maexponoucn, Free Christian Ch., 10.30 and 6.30, Rev. E. A. Davies. 


see Lancaster. 
Rev. C. G. Toot. 
i Rd, 1045 and 6, Rev. W. 


Nantwics, Old Chapel, 6, Supply. 
NewcastLz-on-Tynxe, The Church of the Divine Unity, Ellison Place, 


11 and 6.30, Rev. 
Staffs, Unitarian Old Mecting House, 6.30, Rev. W. J- 


Park Lane Cuarex, ncar Wigan. 11 and 6.30, Rev. J. W. Maw. 
Houndsscombe 11 and 6.30, Rev. E. H. 


Kemsiey. 
Chapel, a Nosth End. 


Unitarian Church 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. W. 


rst and 3rd Sundays, 11, Dr. 
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mar 637, 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY APPEAL FUND 
Total to May roth £79,819 17s. 7d. 
Still required £20,180 
| Send a donation or organise an effort. 
H. B. Moore, 18 Grange Avenue, Hale, Altrincham, Cheshire. 


ORIENTATION OF THE ADOLESCENT 


June 13-16 | 
Speakers: Professor Olive A. Wheeler, Leonard J. Barnes, 
Barbara Low, Commander E. Whitehead, and H. J. Blackham. 
This conference questions the of the treatment of 
the problem and reopens discussion of the whole subject. 
| Inclusive cost 35/-. 
Details from The Ethical Union, 4a Inverness Place, W.2 


St., 6.30, Rev. A. J. Manta 
Swansea, Unitarian High St, 6.30, Rev. Basm Vocy, 11, 


Wauaser, Memortl Ch., Manor Rd. 11 and 6.30, ——. 
Wanxanecrox, Cairo St, 10 and 6.30, Rev. J. B. 


ae Tee Poess, 67/568 Chandes Plo. London, 2. and Ta 


17th, 1967- 


| 


A Week-end Conference at High Leigh, Hoddesdon, 
— 
Mr. and Mrs. P. BeasLey, 
London, N.6. 
NEW GREAT MEETING HOUSE, COVENTRY.—Minister 
10.45 6.30, Road, Coventry. 
MANCHEsTER, Monton Ch., Eccles, 10.45 30, Rev. GorDON CLARKE. SOUTHEND-ON-SEA, Darnicy > 11, Children’s Church, 
SHORT. Souruport, Portland Ch., 11 and 6.30, Rev. H. Morass. 
Mancuester, Platt Ch., Rusholme, 10.45 and 6.30, Rev. C. A. Piper. comet 
Taunton, Mary St. Church, 11 and 6.15, Rev. L. Cassmare 
Tonssompen, Unitarian Church, 10.45 and 6, Rev. Mavesce 
Toaquay, Unity Ch., off Higher Terrace, 6.30, Rev. C. W. Toman. 
Newron Amor, Albany Si. 690, Rev. Toons war to W. 
and 6.30, Rev. AE Moses. OM 6, Rev. HW. 
Tigh Pavement Chap. 1045 and 6.30, Rev. C G. 
BOLAM. Youx, St. Saviourgase Chapel, 6.30, Rev. G. S. Woons. 
Lord St- Ch., 10.45, 2-30 and 6.30, Rev. KEXNETH SHEBRATT. Tye Usaraman provides for those unsbic to 
College Chapel, 15.30, Rev. Poof. J. G. attend a Unitarian Church For information write to the Secretar: 
Poneman, Un. Ch, Kuight's Hill, 10.30 and 6, Rev. F. D- the N_U_F., cjo 14 Gordon Square, London, W.C_1. 
AUSTRALIA 
Ape Un. Christian WakeGeld Sc, 11 and 7, Rev. Baoe= 
> 
Pask, 7-15, Rev. Coum: 
CANADA 
6, Rev. D. Daves. MonTreaL, Claurch of the Messaah, Sherbrooke Sc. West and Sampson 
Our Father, 10.30 and 6.30, Rev. C. — 
Atkinson TomoxTo, LP. 
Crookmoor s Rev. West, 11, Rev. 
NEW ZEALAND 
a8, Rev. P. Teo 
T H. Moss AucKLasp, Possosby and 7, Mic. K. 
Se, Uniearian, 11 and 6.30, Rev. A Lees. 
Miccting, High Surcet, 11 and 6.30, Rev. SOUTH AFRICA 
Hout and 7, Rev. D. S. 
Prmeacd 


